2y

PR

48 VOTES.avp PROCEEDINGS, Novaussn ‘Sssstony “i8oo.

P

| The clerk of -the shoufeﬁéff_:c‘!elegi{és; de}iéefs: ‘tbhe‘igyriggdﬂ"gd bxllsNo.Bé, 87 and 88 ; ‘with-the ,l'p:iper bills there.
>, of ;' which- engroffed 'bills -were. feverally endorfed; ' By ‘the:houfe of delegates; Decentber: 19,1800 :-Read

following meflage was. prepared; read, agreed, to, and, .with the paper bills No. 88, 87 and 88, fent to

- ;oW i bl
L :

0 The folla s preparéd;
"g'thejhbufq of delegates by the clerk. -+ L T e S g
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- GENTLEMEN, . cJWEo Lo e e
"WE decline to recede from the principle of our firlt ynendment to your bill, ‘entitled; An a& to alter fuch parts
v of the conftitution and form of government as relate to voters and the qualification of voters. "And we regret that
. your meffage of this day is of fuch #nature as to make it neceflary for us to offer any further obfervations on thig
- occafion. - Difcuffions on fubjeés of this kind feldom produce convition in either branch of the: legiflature,
‘The queftion, what'qualifications ought to gntitle a perfon to {uffrage? furnithes fcope for the moft diffufive an
. “endlels differtation. - Such difcuffions are néver defired by us, and are particularly inconvenient at this late pe.
- riod -of .the feflion.” We confider fociety to be-inftituted for the promotion of ‘the general felicity.—And in oue-.
" community we believe that object will be beft promoted by a ftriét adherence to the principle before quoted by,
s from the bill' of rights, and by making the right of fuflrage depend upon the. concurrence of the three requi-..
fites therein ftated, viz. property in, a.common intereflt with, and an attachment to, the community. ' This we.:

et

“‘intended, and thought we had effc€ted by our firft amendment. Can a perfon, who has no affeffable property,
. whatever, be conlidered as_poffefling, within the meaning and fpirit of the bill of rights, the two firft,of thofe:
" requifites? Or can the mere circumftance of a year’s refidence in the county, (the qualification propofed by you,):.
be viewed as.any conclufive evidence of thelaft? = . ... . TS0 T T ST T

_° We do not oppofe your principle from an apprehenfion of its producing very extenfive and, ferious’evilsat the;

- prefent-day, but e extend our views to future times, when an immenfe increafe of: population may and will:
" take place in our country, -and when:a confiderable proportion of that. population will probably be, as, we find it
'in-all other countries, deftitute of property, and without {ufficient virtue and knowledge to refiftthe arts, the
" éorruptions and the impofitions of ambitious men, defirous of raifing themfelves to power, even on the ruins.of;
public liberty and happinefs. Thefe apprehenfions are not vifionary. . They are founded upon the experience of;
paflt ages. That liberty is the common and natural right of all men, no good man will deny. But we do not,
confider matural liberty, and the right of fuffrage, as the fame thing. . The latter is 3n adveuntitious right, de.:

" yived not from a.ftate of nature, but fociety. ~Admitting all men to be equally free by nature, it does not fol-,
low, that in all circumftances they fhould equally participate in the affairs of government. - Prudent legiflatures,
VA adopt thofe provifians on that fubjeét which are bell calcalated to fecure the freedom, fafety and happingls
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- . How far the conftitutional provifion, with refpe¢t to the right of fuffrage, adopted by every flate in'the union,

.l éxcept one, may merit the name of error, or how far it may be canfiftent with delicacy for oné branch of ‘the |

" legiflature in a fingle ftate to brand it with that epithet, we fubmit to your ferious refleftion. . ‘For ourfelves we:

- muft declare, that had the weight of example been as powerful againft our opinions, we fhould have béen'much:
“inclined to doubt theircorre@nels. - o T o e T e T

" 'Permit us to conclude, with correting a mifapprehenfion you have taken up with refpedt to.a ‘part of -our;
" meflage.. We did‘not fay that we ‘meant fot to exclude any.perfon now conftitutionally entitled to fuffrage.;
" Qur affertion was, that you had exercifed, in the firft part of your bill, the power of deprivation to an'extent’

- . beyond which we did riot defign to carry it. In this polition we conceive ‘ourfelvés to have been corret, as"we;
U are well affured there is not u citizen in the ftate poffefling thirty pounds worth of ‘property, in the meaning of
" our prefent- conftitution, who might not, under the operation.of our amendments, be admitted to the right of
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“* . .The clerk.of the houfe of delegates delivers a bill, entitled; An aét for the payment.of the’journal of accounts,-
" endorfed; ‘¢ By the houfe of delegates, December 19, 1800: Read the firft .and fecond time by efpecial order:
«wand will pafs.. - - STl s L e T e e g T
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.. Andthejournal.of acdounts, endorfed ; ¢ By the houfe of delegates, December 19, 1800:. Read the firflt and;
“ - s fecond time and affented to. ST e T e e e e
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Which were f{everally read the firft time and aordezed to lie on'the tables i - < 0 e R
payment’ of the journal of ‘accounts,was. read, the fecond time by efpecial order and will.

+ The_bill for the
- /The-journal of accounts was read. the fecond time:and affented to.

. "Z/The following meffige :was prepared, read, agreed to;:and,’ with: the bxllforthc paymcn.t ;f the
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